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1074 BRUCE 

BRU CE (broos), ROBERT (1274-1329). When 
King Alexander III died in 1286, the crown of 
Scotland was claimed by two Norman families , 
the Balliols and the Bruces. King Edward I of 
England, who considered himself the overlord 
of the Scots king, recognized Baniol as king 
and in 1292 made him do homage. The Scots 
twice revolted, once under BaIliol, who was 
punished with exile, and again under William 
Wallace. As a result, in 1304 King Edward 
annexed the country. 

Meanwhile Robert Bruce, a grandson of the 
original claimant to the Scots crown, was 
living quietly at the English court. In 1306 he 
was suspected of plotting against King Edward 
and Red to Scotland. There he killed Comyn, 
the new leader of Balliol's party, and declared 
himself king. His rebellion was easily sup
pressed and he had to take refuge in the High
lands. The following year Edward I died. While 
his weak son, Edward II, was quarreling with 
the English barons, Bruce had time to organize 
an army. In 1313 this army besieged Stirling 
Castle. The next year Bruce defeated at Ban
nockburn the force that Edward sent to relieve 
it. Fighting continued on the border until a 
truce was made in 1323. 

War began again in 1327 when Edward III 
became king. The Scots were again victorious. 

"Scotland shall be free!" was the rallying cry of Bruce and 
his resolute followers. 

By the Treaty of Northampton in 1328 Bruce 
was recognized as king of an independent Scot
land. He died from leprosy in 1329 and was 
buried at Dunfermline. Sir James Douglas at
tempted to take the king's heart to Jerusalem 
for burial, but was killed by the Moors in Spain. 
The heart was brought back and placed in Mel
rose Abbey. 

BRUCKNER (br~k'nb), ANTON (em'ton) 
(1824-1896). In the peaceful little village of 
Ansfelden, in Austria, Anton Bruckner was born 
in 1824. His father was a schoolteacher and 
church organist, and therefore, his teacher in 
music as well as in school subjects. In 1836 
when Anton was 12, he wrote his Rrst organ 
preludes (opening movements of musical com
positions) . 

It was customary in those days for a son to 
take up the profession of his father. Thus Anton 
studied in the Teachers' Preparatory School in 
the nearby town of Linz. In 1845 he passed his 
Rnal examination and was appointed a teacher 
in St. Florian. Three years later one of his 
greatest wishes came true when he was made 
organist there. This was a preparation for his 
appointment as organist in the cathedral at Linz 
in 1856. 

Through a teacher who was also a musician, 
Anton was introduced to the music of Beetho
ven and Wagner. Wagner's music, especially, 
inspired him to compose music of his own. One 
of his Rrst efforts was the Mass in D Minor 
which he completed in three months. In ·1866 
his Symphony No. One in C Minor was ready. 
He was made a member of the faculty of the 
Conservatory of Music in Vienna in 1868. But 
his newly composed Mass No. Three in F Minor 
failed to get a hearing because it was thought 
to be too difficult to sing. Discouraged, he 
stopped composing and set out on a concert 
tour. The audiences were greatly impressed by 
the grandeur of his compositions and by his skill 
as an organist. . 

Bruckner's Symphony No. Three in D Minor 
was dedicated to Richard Wagner, and thus 
bears the name "Wagner" Symphony. His Sym
phony No. Five in B Flat, called the "Tragic" 
Symphony, was composed at a time of personal 



suffering, and was not heard until 18 years after 
it had been written. 

Encouragement came when the University of 
Vienna appointed Bruckner lecturer in music, 
and he was enthusiastically received by the 
students. His Symphony No. Seven in E, a 
tribute to Wagner, was a great success. 

In December 1892 the Vienna Philharmonic 
Orchestra played Bruckner's Symphony No. 
Eight in C Minor. It was a great moment in his 
career, and the enthusiasm was unlimited. A 
few years later, in 1896, Anton Bruckner, com
poser of nine great symphonies, died. 

BRUEGEL (br~t'gel), PIETER (pe'ter) (1525?
1569), sometimes called the Elder to distinguish 
him from his son, was a great Flemish painter. 
Most often his works are of the dailv life of 
Flemish peasants at work and play.' At one 
time, Bruegel planned a series of 12 paintings 
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to show the occupations of these peasants dur
ing each month of the year. Five of these paint
ings were completed-"Dark Day," "Hunters in 
the Snow," "Haymaking," "The Harvesters," and 
"Return of the Herds." He was also fascinated 
by the peasants enjoying their feasting and mer
rymaking. These he described with much gusto 
and humor in "The Wedding," "Kermesse," 
and "The Battle of Carnival and Lent." 

Like other painters of his day, Bruegel also 
painted religious and mythological subjects. 
Among these are "The Tower of Babel," "Christ 
Bearing the Cross," and "The Fall of Icarus." 
This last painting is often mentioned as an 
example of Bruegel's droll humor. Icarus, ac
cording to the Greek legend, attempted to fly 
with the aid of wings made of feathers and 
wax. As he neared the sun, the wax melted and 
Icarus fell into the sea. In Bruegel's painting, 
all that can be seen of Icarus is a pair of kicking 

"The Harvesters" ("The Month of July"), by Pieter Bruegel the Elder. 


