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Anton Bruckner, the Composer

(by Doctor Theodor Helm) Part 1
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« We owe the interesting picture on Page 5
1o the kindness of “* Herr ™ Friedrich Ehrbar junior, who with
the mediation of Professor (Leopold) Schritter managed to capture this moment
about one month beiore Bruckner's death - without the Master's knowledge. . | 3%
In his last years, Bruckner was photographed very oiten. :
Most of the time, tricky stratagems were used to divert his attention.
IS

The present photography shows Bruckner
under the assistance of his faithiul house-keeper “ Kathi
Despite his suifering, the frail man cannot resist accompanying his
personal physician, Professor Schritler (seen here from behind) , to his vehicle.
The other persons are Bruckner's brother (Ignaz - on the door-step)
and the assistant-doctor (Richard Heller) . »

Back-side of a photography originating from Julius Gertinger's Studio.

Friedrich (« Fritz ») Ehrbar senior (26 April 1827, Hildesheim, Germany - 23 February 1905, Hart-near-Gloggnitz, Lower- Original print including Doctor Heller.

Austria) was a piano manufacturer in Vienna. In 1898, the company's directorship was handed over to his son, Friedrich
(Benedict Ernst) Ehrbar junior (4 March 1873, Vienna - 1 February 1921, Vienna) . The latter became the first in Austria
to use a cast-iron frame in piano construction. Ehrbar junior was also the president of the « Wiener Sing-Akademie » -
from 1900 until his death.

Ludowika Kachelmayr-Kutschera

Thursday, 4 July 1895 : Anton Bruckner moves to the « Kustodenstockl » on the Upper-Belvedere, located at « Prinz-Eugen-StraBBe » Number 27 - near the « SchloBkapelle » .
This secondary residence of 9 rooms was the summit of comfort conceivable in Vienna at the time ! (Bruckner always had the chance to come across « good addresses » ..)
Katharina Kachelmayr is now assisted by her daughter Ludowika Kutschera to help with the nursing care. « Frau Kathi » and the Imperial carrier Theodor Bindtner (who was
chosen by the private secretary Anton MeiB3ner) oversee the operation together. Dina Henrich (wife of Belvedere inspector Eduard Henrich) becomes a privileged witness to
L Bruckner reactions of joy, curiosity and gratitude to Emperor Franz-Josef and Archduchess Marie-Valérie.

In 1876, Friedrich Ehrbar senior had the « Palais Ehrbar » with its own grand-concert-hall (« GroBer-Ehrbar-Saal ») constructed
on « Miihlgasse » Number 30. This performance venue, in the heart of « Wieden » (the 4th District) , quickly became a musical
hub of the city of Vienna with its ideal acoustic. Renowned artists such as Johannes Brahms, Anton Bruckner, Ignaz Briill,
Josef Helmesberger senior and Gustav Mahler performed there.

The «retouched » original print (with the silhouette of Doctor Heller removed !) was issued by the « Julius Gertinger - Fotograf
Atelier » located at « MargarethenstraBe » Number 28, in the 4th District. It is possible that someone from the workshop took
the picture instead of Friedrich Ehrbar junior.

End of November 1896 : Katharina Kachelmayr cleans the Upper-Belvedere apartment for the last time.

Thursday, 3 December 1896 : Katharina Kachelmayr confirms that she received from legal executor Doctor Theodor Reisch the salaries for herself and her daughter Ludowika

Julius Gertinger (1834-1883) was first a pharmacist, then became a photographer. In 1862, he associated with the eminent Kutschera (24 and 30 Guilders) covering the months of October and November.

Hungarian photographer Josef Székely. In 1864, Gertinger became the sole owner of the studio. He immortalized Vienna's
famous personalities, members of the nobility, children, actors, artists, composers (Josef Hellmesberger senior, Johann Strauf3
junior, Eduard Strauf3 ..) . He also took outdoor scenes of the Austrian capital - including major industrial factories. In
1874, he received the honorific title of Royal Photographer (« Hof-Fotograf ») . After his death in 1883, his wife, Juliana
Gertinger, took care of the business.

Tuesday, 20 April 1897 : Katharina Kachelmayr confirms having received the sum of 700 Florins from the Bruckner Estate.
Friday, 2 July 1897 : Katharina Kachelmayr is exasperated. Ignaz Bruckner hasn't give any signs of life concerning some important legal matters !
Tuesday, 9 November 1897 : Ludowika Kachelmayr goes to see Doctor Theodor Reisch at his legal office to accept the donation of 100 Florins offered by St. Florian's Provost

Ferdinand Moser. She is representing her mother Katharina, who is actually « quite suffering and mostly bedridden » . Reisch’s office is located at « Gatterburg-Gasse » Number
19, Ober-Débling (Vienna's 19th District) - near the District Office Building at Number 12..

Prinz-Euden-Sirake

Wednesday, 25 October 1899 : Unveiling ceremony of the Bruckner monument in Vienna's Municipal Park. The bust was created by Viktor Tilgner, and the pedestal by his
close assistant, Franz Zerritsch (senior) . A sum of 50 Florins was subtracted from the generous private donations and graciously presented to Katharina Kachelmayr - the
- « loyal house-keeper » of the deceased Master.

Haihi : never very far from her Masier

Other known residential addresses
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Goldeggdasse ]lll)’ 1891 : Doctor Theodor Reisch meniions « ﬁOIdCQQﬂSSC » Number 14, in the 41h Disirici.
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gl January 1891 : Docior Theodor Reisch menfions « chringcrgassc » Number 21, first Floor (l)oor 8) , 41h Disirici.
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Earlier period : Katharina Kachelmayr once lived near ihe « Prafer » af « Adamgasse » Number 12, 3rd Disirici.

I z Summer of 1888 : Anton Bruckner meets teacher-writer Moritz Sechter (a nephew of professor Simon Sechter) in Vienna's « Prater » during the Commercial Exhibition.
(Bruckner had already given several organ recitals at the city park.)
Adamgasse They ate and drank Pilsner beer at the « Schweizerhaus » , owned by the Pach family, with close friends (Ferdinand Lowe, the Schalk brothers, Josef Vockner) .
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