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Contribution to Scholarship:
Contrary to the many commentators who presumed there to be a tension between

Sechter’s theory and Bruckner’s mature musical language, this study demonstrates

their compatibility.  Using the Adagio of Bruckner’s Ninth Symphony, the case is

made for fundamental-bass theory as a revealing tool for analyzing the composer’s

music.
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From the Foreword:
“. . . Stocken has used forensic musico-

logical skills, backed up by his own 

experience and instincts as a composer,

to clear painstakingly through many 

layers of misunderstanding in the 

secondary sources and to reveal the 

main issues afresh with great clarity.” 

– Crawford Howie
University of Manchester

From a Peer Review:
“. . . must be regarded as a major event

in Bruckner scholarship, and is 

required reading for those interested in

his compositional method, harmonic 

theory, choral music and symphonies. 

In addition, its reappraisal of Sechter

will surely command the interest of a

wide range of music theorists as well 

as musicologists.” 

– James Garratt
University of Manchester
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